oj P h y r e a m and Surgeom, and of the Prubyterian Hospital, New York City
Winkler, Hoff and Smith (lo), on the basis of their work on dogs, in which cardiac arrest waa ehown to be associated with a concentration of potaeeiUm between 14-16 mM. per liter mgge~ted that there ia a wide margin of safety for the human being, "since serum potassium would have to be increased by some 9 mM. per liter to reach a fatal level."
No such potassium concentration in the cardiac blood of humane haa been found in a mriea of caae~ studied during the pa& eighteen months.
METHOD.
At the time of death, heart's blood was withdrawn by cardiac puncture into a sterile dry syringe. From 5 to 6 cc. of this sample were introduced into a Sanford-Magath hematocrit tube containing heparin (Connaught); gently mixed, capped, and centrifuged at 2,000 r.p.m. for one hour. The plssma was removed immediately from the cells, and the * A study made possible by ( We wish to express our appreciation to both the attending and resident etaf€ of the hospitrtl for their cdperation in,securing the cardiac blood aamples.
